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1. With reference to the Palk Strait, consider the following statements. 1. It connects the state of Tamil Nadu in India to Sri Lanka. 2. No river flows into the strait. 3. The popular Ram Setu is located near the strait. 4. The deep waters and reefs of the strait makes it a much-sought alternative shipping route for large cargo. Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(c) 1 and 2 only 
(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 2. CORDEX is a 
(a) Regional climate change modelling programme 
(b) Food standardization programme 
(c) Vaccination programme run by UNICEF 
(d) Internet sea cable laying programme of the WTU 3. With reference to the India-Japan Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, consider the following statements. 1. India is the only non-Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) signatory country with which Japan has entered into a civil nuclear deal. 2. The deal would enable Japan to export nuclear power plant technology as well as provide finance for nuclear power plants in India. Which of the above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 4. Acute mountain sickness or altitude sickness is usually caused due to 1. Increase in air pressure and density 2. Low levels of oxygen at high altitudes Which of the above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 5. A straight line joining Dehradun to Vijayawada will pass through how many states, excluding the origin and destination? 
(a) 3 
(b) 4 
(c) 5 
(d) 6 6. The Department of Biotechnology has initiated two farmer-centric programmes Biotech Kisan and Cattle Genomics. Consider the following about them. 1. Cattle Genomics programme intends to select elite breeding animal at an early age by identifying genetic worth of animals. 2. Biotech Kisan programme focuses on creating strong scientists-farmers interactive platform to solve problems of farmers with technology. 
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Which of the above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 7. Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) can invest in India as per a regulation of Foreign Exchange Management (Transfer or issue of Security by a person resident outside India) Regulations, 2000. However, as per the regulation 1. NRIs cannot invest in shares or debentures. 2. NRIs may contribute foreign capital either by way of capital contribution Which of the above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 8. Hambantota deep-sea port was recently see in news because 
(a) Sri Lanka agreed to sell a strategic stake in this port to China. 
(b) A Major oil spill here was treated by genetically engineered bacteria. 
(c) India has signed a MoU with Seychelles to develop this port for defense related purposes. 
(d) It will be used as an alternate transit to the Straits of Malacca. 9. A ‘Task Force on Shell Companies’ under the Joint Chairmanship of Revenue Secretary and Secretary, Ministry of Corporate Affairs was constituted in February, 2017. What are ‘Shell Companies’? 
(a) Oil companies that cause heavy ecological damage 
(b) Fly by night operators 
(c) A corporate entity without active business operations 
(d) A company engaged in deep sea precious stones extraction 10. With reference to “flammable ice”, recently seen in news, consider the following statements: 1. It consists of methane trapped within water crystals. 2. It is another name for permafrost. 3. All of its reserves are trapped in plateaus at higher latitudes. 4. India is considering it as an alternative energy source. Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 4 only 
(d) 1 and 3 only 11. The Government is implementing an Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme in India. Consider the following with reference to it. 1. The Government has introduced free market pricing mechanism for procurement of ethanol under EBP Programme. 2. The Government has allowed procurement of ethanol produced from cellulosic and lignocellulosic feedstock. Which of the above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
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(d) None 12. With reference to Indian Green Building Council (IGBC), consider the following statements. 1. It is a body under Department of Urban Development. 2. It organizes the Green Building Congress. 3. It offers green building rating programmes. Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 3 only 13. Consider the following about Advance Pricing Agreements (APA) scheme. 1. It was introduced by the Income-tax (IT) Act. 2. It cannot be signed with individual companies. 3. It endeavors to provide certainty to taxpayers in the domain of transfer pricing. 4. It is not applicable to international transactions. Select the correct answer using the codes below. 
(a) 1 and 3 only 
(b) 2 and 4 only 
(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 
(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 14. Consider the following about Jiyo Parsi scheme. 1. It is a Central Sector Scheme focused on increasing employment opportunities for Parsis in India. 2. It provides central assistance for expatriate Parsis to transfer their skills to native Parsis. Which of the above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) None 15. ‘Mission Purpose’, ‘Breakthrough Starshot’ and ‘Sprites’ were recently seen in news in context of 
(a) Interstellar missions 
(b) Cost effective sea water desalination plants 
(c) Autonomous self-driving cars 
(d) Genetically engineered clonal species  
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